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Reachin
for

the stars

By KIRSTEN WARD

® Russia’s space rocket now hurtling
towards Venus is of special interest to

a 13-year-old Newecastle boy — Algy
Butkus.

(’)NE of the things the
Russians hope to learn
from the rocket 1s the
depth of the atmosphere
which shrouds the planet—
and ng, a young astro-
nomer, once thought he
had discovered a way to
measure Venus' atmosphere

L i'll'lﬂh a 'I'FIFEF“‘I"‘IF

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article46939781



Australian Women's Weekly (1933 - 1982), Wednesday 15 March 1961, page 5 (2)

tirough a telescope.
‘1 thought I had made a tre-
mendous discovery,” he told me.
“l was doing routine observa-
tions of Venus, and just to see
what would hap I put the
telescope out of Fen
Suddcnhr I saw two concen-
i circles around the [planet. I
E,m terribly excited—
that if I measured the first
circle and the second circle and
wok the second away from the
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being very expensive. Instru-
ments, books — they cost the

1

moon. ..
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